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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 8-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 8, line 7, "the mobile head" lacks appropriate antecedent basis within the 
claim. It is therefore, not clear as to what "the mobile head" serves to define. Line 7, it is 
not clear as to what is being defined by "the mobile head is associated to a number of 
distribution tubes". How is the mobile head associated to the distribution tubes? Line 12, 
"the cartridge" lacks appropriate antecedent basis within the claim. It is therefore, not 
clear as to what "the cartridge" serves to define. Or, to which cartridge does "the 
cartridge" refer? 

Claim 10, it is not clear as to what is being defined by "[a] device... of the same 
type as that associated to an applicator". It is not clear as to what "device. ..of the same 
type" defines. It is not clear as to what "that associated with an applicator" defines. Line 
4, to what does "a tube" refer? Would "a tube" be any one of the tubes recited at line 8 
in claim 8? Line 5, "the outlet orifice" lacks appropriate antecedent basis within the 
claim. It is therefore, not clear as to what "the outlet orifice" serves to define. Line 5, "the 
cartridge" lacks appropriate antecedent basis within the claim. It is therefore, not clear 
as to what "the cartridge" serves to define. Or, to which cartridge does "the cartridge" 
refer? 
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Claim 11, line 3, "the tubes of the head" lacks appropriate antecedent basis 
within the claim. It is therefore, not clear as to what "the tubes of the head" serves to 
define. Lines 4-5, "the cartridges storing the parts" lacks appropriate antecedent basis 
within the claim. It is therefore, not clear as to what "the cartridges storing the parts" 
serves to define. Or, to which cartridges does "the cartridges" refer? Lines 6-8, it is not 
clear as to what is being defined by "via the movement of the said mobile head the parts 
are positioned coaxially to the axes of the outlet orifices". How does the movement of 
the head position the parts coaxially with the axes of the outlet orifices? 

Claim 12, lines 1-2, "the distribution tubes of the head" lacks appropriate 
antecedent basis within the claim. It is therefore, not clear as to what "the distribution 
tubes of the head" serves to define. Lines 3-5, it is not clear as to what is being defined 
by "The distribution tubes of the head move from a position where they are moved by 
means of the mobile head to a position where one of their ends communicates with the 
cartridge containing the parts to be distributed and vice versa.". What does "vice versa" 
serve to define? It is not clear as to how the movement of the distribution tubes is 
effected by the cartridge. 

Claim 13, line 2, it is not clear as to what is being defined by "each cartridge is 
associated to a wait chamber". How is each cartridge "associated to a wait chamber"? 

Claim 14, lines 2-3, it is not clear as to what is being defined by "means of 
identification cooperating with one or more reading heads". How do "means of 
identification" cooperate with the reading heads? Lines 3-4, it is not clear as to what is 
being defined by "reading heads associated to the said distribution head". How are 
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reading heads associated to the said distribution head"? Line 4, to which head does "the 
head" refer? 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
European Patent Application Publication (EP 0 618 022) in view of European 
Patent Application Publication (EP 0 995 537). 

EP '022 discloses, Figs. 1 and 3, a storage distribution device comprising a body 
26 equipped with zones 19 to accommodate storage cartridges 29, a moving distribution 
head 31 , and at least a distribution tube 33 having a diameter corresponding to the 
diameter of parts to be distributed with the parts being moved by a transport fluid. The 
moving distribution head 31 collects and evacuates parts from the cartridge 29. EP '022 
does not appear to specifically disclose a number of distribution tubes connected to the 
moving distribution head. 

However, EP '537 discloses. Fig. 1, a storage distribution device comprising a 
body equipped with zones to accommodate storage cartridges 12, a distribution head 
28, and distribution tubes 16/30 connected to the distribution head with each tube 
having a diameter corresponding to the diameter of parts to be distributed with the parts 
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being moved by a transport fluid. The distribution head 28 collects and evacuates parts 
from the cartridge 12. 

Therefore, to have provided the storage distribution device of EP '022 with a 
number of distribution tubes 33 connected to the moving distribution head 31 with each 
tube having a diameter corresponding to the diameter of parts to be distributed would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made as taught by EP '537. 

The mobile head 31 is associated to a logic structure 5 creating a displacement 
plane of the said head 31 in front of the cartridges 29. Though, EP '537 discloses a logic 
structure 24 for distributing the variously sized parts. 

The cartridges 29 have a stored part outlet orifice wherein the tubes 33 of the 
head 31 are positioned parallel to the axes of the outlet orifices of the cartridges 29 
storing the parts to be distributed, (as a result of the plurality of tubes 33 connected to 
the modified EP '022 moving distribution head); and wherein via the movement of the 
said mobile head 31 the parts are positioned coaxially to the axes of the outlet orifices, 
(an inherent feature). 

With EP '022 as modified the distribution tubes 33 of the head 31 would move 
from a position where they are moved by means of the mobile head 31 to a position 
where one of their ends communicates with the cartridge 29 containing the parts to be 
distributed and vice versa. 
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Each cartridge 29 is associated to a wait chamber 50 that authorizes the unitary 
exit of the parts it stores and with which the mobile head 31 communicates. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Safavi whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7046. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571 ) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael Safavi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3637 



M. Safavi 
August 14, 2008 



